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New  State  Fire  Marshal  Appointed 

On  February  28,  1992  Bruce  Suenram  formally  accepted  the  position  of  Montana 
State  Fire  Marshal.  Bruce  is  presently  the  Chief  Executive  Officer  of  the  Missoula  Rural 
Fire  District  and  has  held  that  position  since  1980.  Bruce  began  his  career  in  California,  in 
1969,  as  a  volunteer  fire  fighter  for  the  Kelseyville  Fire  Protection  District.  He  served  as 
Fire  Chief  for  six  years  before  accepting  the  CEO  position  in  Montana. 

He  graduated  from  California  State  University-Stanislaus,  in  1973,  with  a  Bachelor 
of  Arts  Degree  in  Biological  Sciences.  Bruce  teaches  several  courses  as  an  Adjunct 
Instructor  for  the  National  Fire  Academy:  Fire  Fighter  Safety  and  Health;  Program 
Implementation  and  Management,  and  Incident  Command  Systems.  He  also  has  instructed 
for  the  Montana  Fire  Training  School,  College  of  Great  Falls,  Missoula  Vocational-Technical 
Center,  Northern  Region  Training  Center  and  California  Community  College.  Bruce 
currently  serves  on  the  Wildland/Urban  Interface  committee  for  the  Western  Fire  Chiefs 
Association,  is  qualified  as  a  Type  1  Operations  Section  Chief  and  serves  as  an  Incident 
Commander  on  a  Western  Montana  Incident  Management  Team. 

Goals  that  Bruce  expressed  he  will  be  addressing,  as  Montana  State  Fire  Marshal,  for 
the  Fire  Prevention  and  Investigation  Bureau  (FPIB)  are:  (1)  Within  the  constraints  of  the 
budget,  ensure  the  FPIB  is  responsive  to  the  needs  of  local,  state  and  federal  cooperators. 
(2)  Bring  the  FPIB  up  to  authorized  staff  as  quickly  as  possible.  (3)  Increase  the  visibility 
of  the  FPIB  within  state  government  and  throughout  the  State  of  Montana. 
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NEW  STATE  FIRE  MARSHAL 

Anita  L.  Varone 

On  February  13,  interviews  were 
conducted  for  the  position  of  Montana 
State  Fire  Marshal.  Seven  individuals 
were  chosen,  from  a  pool  of 
approximately  thirty  applicants.  The 
selection  process  is  lengthy  and  takes 
considerable  time  to  review  and 
evaluate.  At  the  time  of  this  writing, 
the  Bureau  has  not  been  notified  of  the 
successful  individual.  By  the  next  issue 
of  the  Fire  Guard  we  will  be  able  to 
inform  you  of  the  results. 


FIRE  PREVENTION  AND 

INVESTIGATION  BUREAU 

ADVISORY  COUNCIL 

Anita  L.  Varone 

The  first  Advisory  Council  meeting, 
of  the  year,  was  held  on  January  31, 
1992  in  the  Attorney  General's 
Conference  Room  in  Helena.  The 
Council  has  been  requested,  by  the 
Attorney    General,    to    study   the    fire 


service  in  Montana  and  prepare  a  final 
report  of  its  study,  by  September  1, 
1992,  addressing  the  following  topics: 


1 .  Delivery  of  fire  services  in 
Montana; 

2.  Structure  of  the  fire  service; 

3.  The  role  of  the  state  in  fire 
prevention  and  investigation; 

4.  Fire  prevention  education  for  the 
public,  and  training  for  fire 
service  professionals; 

5.  Funding  sources  and  the 
insurance  tax;  and 

6.  Recommendations  for  legislative 
proposals. 

It  is  integral,  to  the  success  of  this 
study,  that  suggestions  be  received 
from  the  fire  service  community.  The 
Bureau  is  asking  that  you  contact  one 
of  the  Council  members  with  any 
concerns  or  recommendations  regarding 
these  topics. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  Advisory 
Council,  their  address  and  telephone 
number: 

LARRY  McCANN,  CHAIRMAN 

2305  Eighth  Avenue  North,  Billings, 
59101,  Phone:  657-8422 
Billings  Fire  Marshal 

CREIGHTONSAYLES,  VICE  CHAIRMAN 

9397  Upper  Miller  Creek,  Missoula, 

59803 

Phone  251-4260 

Private    Fire    Investigator,    Retired 

Fire  Chief 


Montana  State  Library 


3  0864  1005  1738  5 


VERN  ERICKSON 

7102  Siesta  Drive,  Missoula,  59802 
Phone:    721-2291  or  549-5979 
Montana      State      Fireman's 
Association 

BARRY  MICHELOTTI 

Cascade  County  Sheriff,  325  Second 
Avenue  North,  Great  Falls,  594011 
Phone:  761-6842 
Cascade  County  Sheriff 

LYLE  NAGEL 

P.O.  Box  93,  Simms,  59477 
Phone:  264-5850  or  264-5151 

Montana      Volunteer      Fireman's 

Association 

TERRY  PHILLIPS 

Lewistown    Fire    Department,    305 
West  Watson,  Lewistown,  59457 
Phone:  538-3411 
Lewistown  Fire  Chief 

REPRESENTATIVE  JOE  QUILICI 

3040  Kossuth,  Butte,  59701 
Phone:    723-3258 
State  Representative 

JOHN  STALEY 

Billings  Fire  Department,  1607  21st. 
Street  West,  Billings  59102 
Phone:    657-8200 
Firesafety  Education  Representative 

The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for 
March  5,  1992.  We  encourage  you  to 
become  a  participant  in  this  endeavor 
and  welcome  your  assistance  in  the 
process. 


FIRE  PREVENTION  AND 

INVESTIGATION  BUREAU 

IS  MOVING 

This  section  of  the  Fire  Guard  will  be 
unusually  short  this  issue  for  a  variety 
of  reasons:  we  have  been  working 
diligently  with  the  Advisory  Council  to 
assist  them  in  undertaking  an  arduous 
task;  we  are  anxious  to  welcome  the 
new  Fire  Marshal;  we  are  in  the  process 
of  hiring  one  support  staff;  and, 
because  we  are  moving  -  not  very  far, 
but  moving  nevertheless.  The  Law 
Enforcement  Services  Division,  of 
which  our  bureau  is  a  component,  is 
staying  in  the  same  building  and  floor 
but  relocating  across  the  hall. 

The  entire  wing  of  the  third  floor  is  in 
the  process  of  being  redesigned  and  it 
is  expected  to  be  completed  by  the  end 
of  April.  Consequently,  most  of  our 
office  is  in  the  hall  and  we  are 
operating,  at  best,  with  skeleton 
equipment.  Our  address  will  remain  the 
same,  only  the  room  number  will 
change,  and  we  will  let  you  know  when 
we  are  settled  in  our  new  headquarters. 


FIRE  BREAKS 


MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE  LANDS 
Fire  Management     A  I 


Forestry 
SI         Division 

WILDLAND 
NEWS  &  VIEWS 


FIRE  REVIEW  2000 

The  Montana  Department  of  State  Lands  is 
conducting  a  major  internal  review  of  its 
current  fire  program.  The  review  will  take 
place  during  the  week  of  February  24  to  29, 
1992  in  Missoula. 

Field  Division  personnel  from  throughout 
the  state  and  Fire  Management  Bureau  staff 
will  be  meeting  throughout  the  week  to 
evaluate  how  current  programs  are  meeting 
today's  fire  management  needs.  The  last 
major  program  review  of  this  type  was  held 
in  1985.  Since  that  time,  many  of  the  1985 
review  objectives  have  been  accomplished 
and  new  challenges  are  facing  the 
Department  of  State  Lands. 

The  direction  that  comes  out  of  the  review 
should  serve  as  the  operational  guide  of  the 
fire  program  through  the  1990s.  These 
plans  will  be  impacted  and  further  defined 
by  the  budget  and  legislative  process. 

Eight  major  subject  areas  have  been  defined 
that  will  be  evaluated.  Program  evaluations 
will  include  both  DSL  direct  protection  and 
DSL  County  Assistance  programs. 

Working  teams  have  defined  pertinent  issues 
in  the  following  areas: 

-  mission/long  range  direction  - 
-  organizational  management  - 


-  personnel  issues  - 

-  fire  suppression  - 

-  prevention  - 

-  legislation  &  budget  - 

-  training  issues  - 

-  environmental  /  fire  issues  - 

In  addition  to  the  major  issue  areas, 
information  workshops  will  be  held  with 
state  of  the  art  information  in  a  variety  of 
topics. 

-  New  Forestry  - 

-  Health  &  Safety  - 

-  CAT  (County  Assistance  Teams)  - 

-  Helicopter  Repelling/Short  Haul  - 

-  Training  in  Context  - 

-  GIS  (Geographic  Information  Systems) 

Computer  Applications  in  Fire 

Management  Planning 

-  Engines  Design  &  Complements  - 

-  Communication  Systems  - 

Many  new  factors  are  influencing  the 
practices  of  wildland  fire  fighting.  This 
review  will  direct  DSL's  direction  in 
providing  the  safest  and  most  efficient  way 
of  delivering  its  services  throughout  the 
state. 

1991  DSL  CO-OP  COUNTY 
ASSISTANCE 

During  the  1991  fire  season,  Montana 
Department  of  State  Lands  supported  local 
counties  on  42  requests  for  assistance. 
Approximately  202,000  acres  were  burned 
in  this  area.  Of  this,  182,000  acres  were 
burned  on  the  South  Blaine  County  Fire. 
The  following  is  a  breakdown  of  assists  by 
land  office. 

Central 20 

Eastern 4 

Northeastern 1 

Northwestern 5 

Southern 6 

Southwestern 6 

At  the  same  time,  DSL  also  responded  a 
total  of  468  times  as  part  of  it's  direct 
protection  responsibilities. 


MONTANA 

FIRE  WARDEN'S 

CONFERENCE 

The  1992  Montana  Fire  Warden's 
Conference  will  be  held  May  29,  30  and  31, 
in  Lewistown,  Montana.  Registration  will 
take  place  Friday  evening  and  presentations, 
meetings,  and  demonstrations  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday.  Highlights  of  this  year's 
meeting  include: 


Unified      Commanders 

presentation  on  the  Spokane 

Hills  Fire 

Mobilization      of      local 

government  resources 

Montana      Fire      Warden's 

Association  Business  Meeting 

House  Joint  Resolution  36  - 

interface  planning 

Risk  Rating  System 

Single      engine      retardant 

demonstration 

Foam  demonstrations 

New     equipment     &     technology 

demonstrations 


A  complete  informational  packet  with 
registration  information  will  be  mailed  in 
early  March.  For  Further  information 
contact  either  Montana  Fire  Warden's 
Association  President  Tom  O'Hara  at  761- 
6842  or  Secretary/Treasurer  Doug  Williams 
at  622-5451. 


THE  STEP  TEST 
REVISITED 


In  the  December  1991  issue  of  the  Fire 
Guard  Newsletter,  information  was  provided 
with  regards  to  the  Step  Test  requirement 
for  those  fire  fighters  who  choose  to  be 
employed  by  the  State  of  Montana  as 
Emergency  Fire  Fighters.  The  response  to 
the  Step  Test  requirement  has  been  very 
positive  with  many  requests  for  information 
and  many  local  programs  developed  to 
improve  physical  conditioning  within  local 
fire  departments. 

In  the  past,  DSL  has  hired  many  local 
government  fire  fighters  as  Emergency  Fire 
Fighters  without  any  physical  fitness 
requirement.  Effective  May  1,  1992  all 
local  government  fire  fighters  hired  by  DSL 
must  meet  a  minimum  Step  Test  physical 
score  of  40  for  in-state  employment. 

For  all  Out-of-State  assignments,  personnel 
assigned  by  DSL  to  perform  wildland  fire 
fighting  duties  must  meet  a  minimum  Step 
Test  score  of  45.  The  responsibility  for 
verifying  the  fitness  of  an  individual  will  be 
set  at  the  local  fire  jurisdictions. 

As  part  of  supporting  this  plan,  Land 
Offices  of  the  Montana  Department  of  State 
Lands  will  provide  a  cassette  recording  of 
the  Step  Test  and  procedures,  the  physical 
fitness  calculator,  and  a  drawing  of  a  step 
test  bench.  These  will  be  provided  to 
interested  fire  departments  at  no  charge. 

The  goal  of  the  Program  is  to  promote  good 
physical  fitness  within  all  fire  departments 
and  to  ensure  that  the  physical  fitness 
standard  is  met  for  those  departments  who 
choose  to  be  employed  as  Emergency  Fire 
Fighters  by  the  State  of  Montana. 


Rural  Fire  Coordinator  Jerry  Buhre  is  presenting  Stevie  Gore  with  her  awards.    Mike 
Kopitzke,  Keep  Montana  Green  Director  displays  her  winning  poster. 


MONTANA  WINNERS  IN  1991 

INTERNATIONAL  KEEP 

GREEN  FIRE  PREVENTION 

POSTER  CONTEST 

Four  Montana  students  have  been  named  as 
winners  in  the  1991  International  Keep 
Green  Fire  Prevention  Poster  Contest.  The 
contest  sponsored  by  the  Western  Forestry 
and  Conservation  Association  was  held  at 
their  annual  meeting  in  Victoria,  British 
Columbia,  Canada  in  December.  All  of 
Keep  Montana  Green's  1991  State  winners 
were  entered  in  the  International  contest. 
Each  of  the  International  winners  received  a 
plaque  from  Keep  Montana  Green  and  cash 
awards  and  ribbons  from  the  Western 
Forestry  and  Conservation  Association. 


The    1991    International    winners    are    as 
follows: 

Amy  Lorenz 
1st  Place,  Primary  Division 
Rau  School  (Sidney) 

Stevie  Gore 

2nd  Place,  Primary  Division 
Cottonwood  School  (Lewistown) 

Kevin  Ronning 

1st  Place,  Special  Education  Div. 

Froid  High  School 

Hardin  Schneider 

2nd  Place,  Special  Education  Div. 
Froid  High  School 


The  KEEP  MONTANA  GREEN 
ASSOCIATION  in  cooperation  with  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  and  the 
Montana  Department  of  State  Lands  has  also 
announced  the  start  of  the  1992  Fire 
Prevention  Poster  Contest. 


The  contest  is  open  to  all  Montana  school 
children  in  the  FIRST  through  TWELFTH 
grades,  including  SPECIAL  EDUCATION 
students.  Certificates  of  Participation  will 
be  given  to  each  student  who  enters  a  poster 
in  the  contest.  Ribbons,  plaques  and  cash 
awards  will  be  awarded  to  local  and  State 
winners.  The  State  winners  will  go  onto  the 
International  Keep  Green  Contest  at 
Portland,  Oregon  in  December. 

The  KEEP  MONTANA  GREEN 
ASSOCIATION  has  conducted  the 
prevention  poster  contest  for  31  years  and 
uses  this  contest  to  create  within  our  young 
people  a  lasting  interest  in  prevention  of 
range  and  forest  fires,  to  assist  educators  in 
teaching  fire  safety  and  conservation  and  to 
obtain  new  ideas  and  slogans  for  use  in  our 
Fire  Prevention  Program. 


For  further  information  concerning  the  Keep 
Montana  Green  Program  please  contact 
Mike  Kopitzke  at  542-425 1 ,  or  your  nearest 
Department  of  State  Lands  Office. 


Wifinfttfc 


For  kids  up  to  12  years  old!  Emergency 
One  is  sponsoring  a  contest  for  children. 
All  they  have  to  do  is  send  for  a  contest 
package.  "Firetruck  For  Your  Town" 
Sweepstakes,  Box  285,  Deerfield,  IL 
60015  or  call  the  Fire  Training  School. 
Entries  must  be  sent  in  before  August  1, 
1992.  Kids  must  color  a  firetruck  page 
supplied  by  the  Emergency  One 
Company.  Kids  can  make  it  any  color 
they  want  and  it's  a  nice  idea  for  kids  to 
win  a  fire  truck  for  their  community. 
Winners  will  also  win  a  trip  to 
DisneyLand  in  California. 


STRUCTURAL    "WATCH  OUT"  SITUATIONS 
FOR  THE  WILDLAND/URBAN  INTERFACE 

ALWAYS  THINK  SAFE 


Access  is  poor  (narrow  roads,  single  lanes,  inadequate  turning). 

Load  limits  of  local  bridges  are  light  or  unknown;  the  bridges  are  narrow. 

Winds  are  strong  and  erratic  fire  behavior  is  occurring. 

Area  contains  garages  with  closed,  locked  doors. 

You  have  an  inadequate  water  supply  to  attack  the  fire. 

Structure  windows  are  black  or  smoked  over. 

There  are  septic  tanks  and  leech  lines. 

House  or  structure  is  burning  with  puffing  rather  than  steady  smoke. 

Inside/outside  construction  of  structures  is  wood;  with  shake  shingle  roofs. 

Natural  Fuels  occur  within  30  feet  of  the  structure. 

Known  or  suspected  panicked  publics  are  in  the  vicinity. 

Structure  windows  are  bulging  and  the  roof  has  not  been  vented. 
Additional  fuels  can  be  found  in  open  crawl  spaces  beneath  the  structure. 
Firefighting  is  taking  place  in  or  near  chimney  or  canyon  situations. 
Elevated  fuel  or  propane  tanks  are  present. 

(reprinted  from  Wildfire  News  &  Notes  vol.5  no. 3) 


MSUES  Fire  Training  School  Section 


Creston  Fire  Training 

February  8  and  9,  28  fire  fighters  and  first 
responders  attended  a  weekend  drill  at  the 
Creston  Rural  Fire  District  west  of 
Kalispell.    Crews  from  Creston  and  the 
South  Kalispell  Fire  Department  were 
training  in  the  Rapid  Response  and 
Primary  Search  Tactics.    Creston  hosted 
an  excellent  training  experience  for  all 
those  involved. 


Visiting  with  Scott  Gunderson  after  the 
Training  Program,  he  said,  "Wonderful 
way  to  learn."    Gunderson  went  on  to  say, 
"This  crew  concept  of  learning  with  a 
Coach  is  great,  it  has  immediate 
feedback. "    Gunderson  is  a  fire  fighter  and 
Assistant  Fire  Marshal  at  the  Creston 
Rural  Fire  District.    Creston  RFD 
reponded  to  a  greenhouse  fire  the 
following  Monday.    He  said  everything 
went  smoothly  using  the  crew  concept. 

Libby  Fire  Training 


Coach  Scott  Mueller  (Rae  VFD)  venting  the  rear  of 
the  training  building  prior  to  the  Primary  Search 
Tactic.    Crew  Leader  Scott  Gunderson  works  with 
Paul  Koch  and  Bill  Nickel  (All  three  from  Creston.) 
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Loading  hose  for  the  next  tactic  are  Coach  Carl 
Johnson  (Rae),  Crew  Leader  Terry  Leighty, 
Richard  Seivers,  Jim  Price  and  Pump  Operator 
Gene  McHenry  (All  from  Creston  RFD.) 


Firefighter  crew  venting  rear  of  the  training 
building  at  a  recent  certification  practical  test. 
Tool  man  Gene  Doubeck  (Champion  Paper  Co.) 
works  with  hose  man  Randy  Cummings  (Libby)  to 
force  open  the  back  door.  Charlie  Comer  is  the 
Crew  Leader. 

"It's  physically  demanding,"  said  Charlie 
Comer.    He  added  he  appreciates  the 
realistic  training  experience  the  Libby  Fire 
Department  is  experiencing  working  on  the 
Fire  Fighter  1  Program.    "Everyone  on  the 
crew  knows  what's  expected  from  them," 
added  Comer.    Libby  is  especially  pleased 
with  the  positive  pressure  ventilation  part 
of  the  tactics.    "It's  so  nice  to  almost  walk 
in  a  fire  building  and  see  what's  going 
on,"  said  Charlie.    Twenty  members  are 
currently  going  through  the  practical 
certification  process. 


Training  In  Context 
Part  2 


South  Kalispell  Fire  Fighters:  Craig  Fischer,  James 
Holm  and  Gordon  Sheldon  doing  Rehabilitation 
after  a  Primary  Search  Tactic  at  a  recent  weekend 
course  at  the  Creston  Fire  Department. 

This  is  the  second  article  about  the  Fire 
Training  School's  Fire  Fighter  1  Program. 
The  training  structure  for  this  Program  is 
based  on  recreating  the  fire  incident 
environment  that  fire  fighters  will  be 
encountering.    It  will  provide  lots  of 
practice  doing  different  tactics  with 
coaching  provided. 

This  training  environment,  including  the 
setting,  people,  procedures  and  equipment 
should  be  as  close  to  real  life  as  possible. 
This  includes  elements  of  the  response 
before,  during  and  after  the  response  is 
completed.   The  intent  of  this  Program  is 
to  train  crew  members  to  a  defined 
operation  to  a  standard. 

Fire  fighters  learn  new  skills  in  small 
amounts  that  build  on  related  past 
learning.   This  helps  the  fire  fighter  see 
this  training  as  achievable  and  sensible. 

One  of  the  advantages  of  this  Fire  Fighter 
Program  is  the  student  ratio  to  coach  ratio. 
Coaches  usually  work  with  one  to  three 
fire  fighters.    This  differs  from  past  trends 
where  fire  instructors  teach  over  a  dozen 
fire  fighters.    We  will  deal  with  Coaching 
as  a  subject  in  a  future  article. 

Once  a  crew  starts  training,  this  crew  stays 
together.   Each  member  draws  a  sense  of 
trust,  support  and  teamwork  with  the  other 
crew  members. 


There  are  several  steps  used  in  Training  in 
Context.   These  include:  1.)  Explanation 
of  the  operation;  2.)  Provide  crew 
members  with  a  Vision  of  a  perfect  tactic 
being  performed  by  other  fire  fighters  who 
have  met  the  performance  standard.    (This 
vision  is  the  tactic  which  has  been  video 
taped);  3.)  Practice  for  Sequence  and 
Practice  for  Technical  Skills  with 
coaching;  and  4.)  Rehabilitation  including 
the  before  and  after  Mental  Rehearsals. 

Let's  briefly  look  at  the  first  two  steps. 

Explanation  is  a  where  the  coach  briefs 
the  crew  on  the  overview  of  the  skill  or 
tactic  which  they  will  be  doing.    The 
coach  will  give  the  crew  the  objective  of 
the  tactic,  task  activity  that  makes  up  the 
tactic  and  safety  issues  that  need  to  be 
addressed. 

Vision  provides  the  crew  with  a  picture  of 
what  the  tactic  looks  like.    A  video  tape  of 
a  crew  that  has  performed  to  standard  is 
played  for  the  crew.    Coaches  point  out 
important  steps  to  watch  for.    Each  crew 
member  should  focus  upon  the  role  they 
will  play  during  the  tactic.    It  is  important 
that  the  crew  have  a  clear  vision  of  what  is 
to  be  expected  of  them.    Vision  is  repeated 
as  often  as  needed. 

Next  issue  we  will  deal  with  Practice  for 
Sequence  and  Technical  Skills.   Vince 
Lombardi  once  said,  "Practice  doesn't 
make  perfect,  perfect  practice  makes 
perfect. " 


Gary  Moses  and  Charlie  Logan  (Glacier  Park)  and 
Renee  Bunting  (Bozeman)  learning  ICS  from  the 
command  vehicle. 
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UpComing  Courses 

Natural  Gas  Training,  March  19,  1992 

|  Great  Falls  Gas  Company  Yard,  904  9th 

Street  North.  George  Malin,  Safety 
Officer,  instructing. 

Course  starts  7  PM  with  a  short  briefing 
on  safe  fire  fighting  techniques  with 
natural  gas.    "Hot  Fire"  training  will  be 
available  for  those  who  want  to  participate. 
Please  bring  your  own  protective  clothing 
and  SCBA.    Register  at  FTS,  761-7885. 


Haz  Mat  Incident  Response  Course 
(Operations  Level  Train-the-Trainer) 
April  3  -  5  at  the  Fire  Training  School  in 
Great  Falls.  Upon  completion  participants 
can  teach  this  Course  in  their  own  and 
other  departments.    The  Instructor  is 
Charlie  Wright.  He  will  teach  participants 
Haz  Mat  "How  To"  techniques  and  use 
trainer  modules  in  job  related  exercises. 
Starts  8:30  AM  April  3,  ends  April  5 
Noon.  Registration  Deadline:    3/15/92! 
A  second  Train-the  Trainer  Course  will  be 
held  in  Billings,  June  26-28,  1992. 

Three  40  hour  Hazardous  Materials  Waste 
Operations  and  Emergency  Response 
Technician  and  Specialist  Level  Chemistry 
Courses  Chem  I,  Chem  II  and  Chem  HI 
will  be  held  at  Envirocon  in  Missoula. 
Instructor:  H.  Dieter  Heinz.  Register: 
(800)  423-6045  or  (406)  523-1150. 

Chem  I,  March  23-27,  Cost:  Public  Sector 
$295  and  Private  Sector  $395.  Basic  Haz 
Mats  Chemistry  will  be  reviewed.  Exam 
from  State  of  California  Module  1A 
Certification  for  Haz  Mat  Specialist  will  be 
given. 

Chem  II,  April  20-24,  Cost:  Public  Sector 
$295  and  Private  Sector  $395.  Course 
explores  chemistry  of  oxidizers,  reducing 
agents,  corrosives,  polymers  and  plastics. 
Exam  from  State  of  California  Module  IB 
Certification  will  be  given. 


Chem  HI,  May  26-30,  Cost:  Public  Sector 
$495  and  Private  Sector  $595.  "Hazard 
Analysis  and  Risk  Assessment"  for  site 
workers  and  response  personnel. 
Emphasis  will  be  on  responding  to,  or 
handling  chemicals  safely  either  in  the 
workplace  or  in  an  emergency  as  a 
responder.    Exam  from  State  of  California, 
Module  1C  Certification  will  be  given  at 
the  end  of  the  Course. 


Fire  Investigation 
(Proving  Arson) 

April  25,  8:30  -  5  PM,  April  26,  8:30  - 
Noon.    Cost  $40  per  person  held  at  the 
Fire  Training  School,  Great  Falls  Vo-Tech 
Building  in  Great  Falls. 

This  Course  will  cover  the  use  of  physical 
evidence  in  determining  fire  cause. 
Subjects  included  are:  Char  Patterns,  Heat 
Flux  and  Thermodynamics,  etc   Many 
videos  of  actual  fires  will  be  used.    The 
Instructor  Barker  Davis  is  a  Forensic 
Chemist  who  conducts  fire  and  explosion 
investigations  and  research  on  fire  spread 
in  structures  with  emphasis  on  mobile 
homes,  (llhrs  P.O.S.T.  Credit)  Register 
with  FTS  761-7885. 


Alberta  -  Montana 
Instructor's  Conference 

March  28  -  29  Lethbridge,  Alberta 
Water  Rescue  will  be  the  main  program 
for  the  Conference.    A  few  of  the  topics 
include  setting  up  a  diving  team,  how  to 
train,  and  equipment  needed.    Montana's 
Fire  Fighter  1  Training  Program  will  be 
reviewed.    Reservations:  Lethbridge 
Lodge,  (800)  661-1232. 

If  you  want  to  keep  in  the  middle  of  the 
road  you  have  to  be  able  to  see  both 
sides. 
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National  Fire  Academy 
Field  Courses  in  Montana 


Recognizing  and  Handling 
Explosive  Incidents 


Four  Courses  on  "Managing  Tactical 
Operations:  Command  Decisionmaking" 

will  be  held  in  Spring  in  Montana. 
Course  objectives  are  to  develop  the 
participants'  attitudes,  knowledge,  skills 
and  abilities  to  effectively  provide  initial 
command;  and  to  effectively  implement 
and  manage  tactical  operations.   This 
Course  examines  the  critical  elements  of 
situation  assessment  and  decisionmaking 
for  structural  fire  fighting  operations. 
Course  will  start  at  8:30  AM  on  the  dates 
indicated.   Please  register  with  FTS. 


April   4-5 
April  25  -  26 
April  25  -  26 


Billings 
Bozeman 
Columbia  Falls 


NFA  LEADERSHIP  I:  Strategies  for 
Company  Success  (Decision  Making, 
Problem  Solving  and  Running  Meetings) 

Objective  is  to  introduce  the  company 
officer  to  basic  leadership  skills  and 
techniques  needed  to  improve  command 
and  management  effectiveness. 


May   2-3 


Fire  Training  School 
Great  Falls 


The  best  kind  of  charity  is  the  kind  that 
helps  others  to  eliminate  any  further  need 
of  it. 


March  26,  1992  Sheridan  Fire  Department 
7  PM  -  8:30  PM   Placarding,  storage  and 
handling  of  explosives  will  be  reviewed. 
Mock  explosive  display  will  be  used. 

Electrical  Safety  Training 

First  responder  course  dealing  with 
electricity.    Topics  include:  shock  hazards, 
wind  storms  and  extinguishing  electrical 
fires.    Montana  Power  is  offering  this 
course  statewide  if  they  provide  service  in 
your  area.    Contact  E.W.  Spooner  in 
Butte,  723-5421  Ext.2253. 

Sun  River  Electric  Coop  is  also  offering 
this  training  to  departments  in  their  service 
area.    Contact  Jerry  Torgerson  467-2226. 


Volunteer  Fire  Fighters 
Convention  in  Frenchtown 

June  18  -  20,  1992  Convention  will  feature 
Larry  Davis.    He  has  been  to  Montana 
before  and  is  an  authority  on  rural  fire 
fighting,  rural  water  supplies  and  rural  fire 
fighting  equipment.   The  Volunteer 
Association  will  be  sending  more  detailed 
information  to  fire  departments. 


Fourth  Annual  National  Fire  & 
Emergency  Services  Dinner 

Please  join  other  fire  service  leaders  April 
29,  1992  in  honoring  those  who  respond  to 
the  needs  of  our  nation.    Washington 
Hilton  Hotel  in  Washington  D.C.  and 
Across  the  Nation  via  Satellite. 
or  more  information  contact  Karen  Cook 
at  (202)  371-1277. 
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VIDEO  GAME  FIRE  IN  DILLON 

(Edited  from  Chief  Cornell's  Report) 

At  3:57  AM  on  November  3,  1991;  Chief 
Roy  Cornell  of  the  Dillon  Fire  Department 
responded  to  a  request  from  a  local  resident. 
Although  the  fire  was  out,  they  wanted  him 
to  check  the  cause  of  the  fire. 

Upon  arriving  at  the  Marc  Conrad  residence 
he  found  a  plastic  shelf  unit  with  the  top  two 
shelves  burned  through  near  the  right  ends. 
This  unit  had  held  stuffed  animals,  an 
Emerson  TV,  cable  TV  decoder,  VCR  and 
Ninetendo  video  machine. 


The  two  thirteen  year  old  girls  sleeping  in 
the  room  awoke  to  find  the  shelf  unit  on 
fire.  They  exited  the  bedroom  and  woke  up 
the  Conrads'.  The  smoke  level  was  about 
door  knob  high  and  thick  when  Mr.  Conrad 
and  his  wife  extinguished  the  fire  with  water 
from  the  kitchen.  Both  units  were  then 
unplugged  from  the  outlet  and  Chief  Cornell 
was  called. 

Mr.  Conrad  had  checked  on  the  girls  about 
2  or  2:30  AM  and  noticed  the  TV  set  was 
on  showing  only  raster  and  noise.  He  did 
not  enter  the  room  and  turn  it  off. 


Family  members  indicated  the  Ninetendo 
had  been  rented  the  preceding  evening  and 
used  for  several  hours.  The  machine 
contained  a  "Quatrus"  game  cartridge  which 
belonged  to  an  overnight  guest. 

The  Ninetendo  unit  showed  the  most  fire 
damage  and  its  case  was  burned  through 
along  its  top  and  right  side.  Some  of  the 
melted  material  ran  down  the  back  and  stuck 
this  unit  to  the  VCR.  The  damage  to  the 
TV  set  was  consistent  to  fire  from  the 
outside  with  melting  plastic  burning  on  its 
top.  No  other  evidence  of  a  possible 
ignition  source  was  found  near  the  shelf  unit 
except  the  VCR  and  it  was  not  involved  in 
the  fire. 

Rich  Levandowski,  Fire  Prevention  and 
Investigation  Bureau  called  Chief  Cornell 
and  asked  him  to  send  copies  of  the  pictures 
he  had  taken,  a  fire  report  and  written 
statements  concerning  the  fire.  He  had 
called  The  U.S.  Product  Safety  Commission 
at  the  Chiefs  request  and  found  that 
although  no  national  attention  has  been 
noted,  there  had  been  two  incidents 
reported. 

The  house  had  no  smoke  alarm.  Chief 
Cornell  contacted  the  landlord  informing  her 
of  the  requirement  that  she  provide  smoke 
alarms.  Mr.  Conrad  installed  the  smoke 
detector  which  she  delivered  a  couple  of 
days  later. 
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A  Smoke  Free, 
Firesafe  America 

Fire  fighters  know  better  than  anyone  that 
smoke  kills.   They  do  an  increasingly 
effective  job  of  making  the  public  aware  of 
its  deadly  effects  in  a  fire.    Now  the  time 
has  come  for  the  fire  service  to  speak  out 
against  smoking.   Those  who  devote  their 
professional  lives  to  fire  prevention  and 
saving  lives  and  property  must  make  their 
voices  heard  in  the  local,  state,  and 
national  Smoke-Free  America  2000 
Campaigns. 

Smoking  is  the  leading  killer  of 
Americans.    It  is  estimated  that  390,000 
premature  deaths  per  year  are  caused  by 
cigarette  smoking.    Smoking  is  also  the 
leading  cause  of  fire  deaths.    Twenty 
seven  percent  of  all  fire  deaths  are  caused 
by  smoking  materials,  a  figure  that  rose  12 
percent  in  1988,  while  other  causes  were 
diminishing.    In  fact,  a  NFIRS/NFPA 
Survey  in  Jan. /Feb.  1991  NFPA  Fire 
Journal,  the  death  toll  in  home  fires  caused 
by  smoking  materials  was  more  than  twice 
the  death  toll  for  the  next  leading  cause: 
faulty  heating  equipment. 

Smoking  is  neither  healthy  nor  safe. 
According  to  the  U.S.  Surgeons  General, 
it  is  the  number  one  preventable  cause  of 
death  and  disability  in  America.    Smoking 
is  addictive,  raises  blood  pressure  and 
contributes  to  heart  disease.    It  is  the 
number  one  cause  of  cancer.    Smoking 
destroys  delicate  lung  tissue,  is  the  leading 
cause  of  emphysema  and  obstructive 
pulmonary  disease,  irritates  delicate  eye, 
nose,  and  throat  tissues,  and  alters  the 
sense  of  smell  and  taste.    It  worsens 
allergies  and  asthma.    It  causes  low  birth 
weight  babies  and  constricts  peripheral 
blood  vessels.  It  diminishes  brain  function 
and  is  the  leading  cause  of  impotence  in 
middle-age  men.    Smoking  causes 
unappealing  stained  fingers,  yellow  teeth 
and  bad  breath.    It  diminishes  the  quality 
of  life  and  health  in  a  hundred  ways. 


If  ever  there  was  a  "Public  Enemy 
Number  One",  it  is  tobacco.    So  where  are 
the  voices  of  the  fire  fighters  on  this  issue? 
For  the  most  part,  amazingly  silent. 

Many  fire  departments  and  corporate 
worksites  are  working  to  improve  the 
overall  health  and  fitness  of  their 
employees  and  their  families  by  creating  a 
smoke-free  environment.    Since  fire 
fighters  are  already  at  grave  risk  of  lung 
damage  in  the  normal  line  of  duty,  it  just 
makes  sense  that  they  should  avoid 
smoking,  second-hand  smoke  and  support 
others  who  want  to  quit.   The  decade  of 
the  90' s  however,  is  demanding  a  new 
mindset  and  action  mode.    Suppression  is 
necessary,  of  course,  but  we  now 
understand  that  it  is  many  times  too  little, 
too  late,  and  at  too  high  a  price  in  both 
human  and  economic  terms.     Where 
there's  a  fire,  we  put  it  out.   The  fire 
service  must  become  even  more  proactive, 
not  just  reactive.    Prevention  is  the  name 
of  the  game!    Advocate!    Educate! 

A  giant  leap  forward  can  be  made  if  the 
fire  service  takes  a  stand  to  promote  public 
health  and  safety  by  fighting  smoking  and 
its  killing  effects.    We  need  to  publicly 
support  and  actively  collaborate  with  other 
agencies  in  advocating  a  non-smoking 
America  by  the  year  2000. 

If  we  join  forces,  we  can  be  successful  and 
the  results  will  be  well  worth  our  efforts. 
Our  health  care  costs  and  insurance 
premiums  will  go  down.    Our  taxes  might 
even  be  lowered.    Our  fire  losses  will  be 
drastically  reduced,  and  our  burn  injuries 
and  fire  deaths  will  greatly  diminish. 
Most  importantly,  our  families  and 
communities  will  be  healthier  and  safer. 
It's  a  win- win  proposition.    Ours  is  a 
powerful  contributing  voice  that  has  not 
yet  been  fully  heard.    Remember  - 
smoke  free  is  firesafe! 

Article  from  NFPA  Fire  News.  Dec/Jan  1992 
written  by  Jacquelyn  Sowers,  MEd. 
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Focus  on  People 

Chinook  Fire  Chief  Dan  Friede  is  the 
recipient  of  this  year's  Ann  Hansen 
Memorial  Award  for  his  efforts  during  the 
raging  wildfires  that  scorched  200,000 
acres  of  land  south  of  Chinook  in  October 
1991.    Friede  was  honored  for 
coordinating  the  work  of  volunteer  fire 
fighters  and  others  who  battled  the  blaze 
and  assisted  the  people  who  were  burned 
out  of  their  homes. 

Retired  Helena  Fire  Chief  Norm  Gray 
passed  away  February  6  in  a  Billings 
hospital  from  a  heart  attack  following 
surgery.    Gray  (54)  joined  the  Helena  Fire 
Department  in  1960  and  retired  in  1989, 
just  before  the  train  explosion  that  rocked 
the  City  of  Helena.    Besides  being  an 
active  fire  fighter  he  was  one  of  the  better 
handball  players  in  the  state. 


Right  to  Left,  Pat  Bowman  and  George 
Ulrickson  (both  from  Edgar)  and  Karmen 
Moore  (Gore  Hill)  were  among  the 
participants  at  the  New  Chiefs  and 
Trustees  Course  held  January  11-12  at  the 
Fire  Training  School. 


Jim  Lofftus,  newest  member  of  the  Fire 
Training  School  Advisory  Council,  was 
appointed  in  December.    Lofftus  is 
President  of  the  Montana  Fire  Districts 
Association.    He  attended  his  first  Council 
Meeting  January  20. 


Right  to  left,  Aaron  Hoist  (Sheridan,  Wy), 
Dave  Fulkerson  (Plenty wood),  Mike 
Kleese  (3-Mile  Stevensville)  and  Jane  Ellis 
(Stevensville)  listen  to  Chief  Alan 
Brunancini  during  the  Command  Safety 
Course  recently  held  at  Gallatin  Gateway. 


If  you  want  to  keep  to  the  middle  of  the 
road  you  have  to  be  able  to  see  both 
sides. 


New  Fire  Fighter  1  Certifications  were 
recently  issued  to  four  Missoula  Rural  fire 
fighters.    They  are  Larry  Bowman,  Kevin 
Ferrier,  Pete  Giardino  and  John  Jirsa. 
These  fire  fighters  passed  all  the  practical 
exams  for  the  nationally  recognized  Fire 
Fighter  1  Certification. 
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Use  of  PASS  Devices 
Questioned  by  NIOSH 

Following  the  death  of  a  Sedgwick 
County,  Kansas  fire  fighter  in  September 
1990,  the  National  Institute  of 
Occupational  Safety  and  Health  (NIOSH) 
conducted  an  investigation  into  the 
circumstances  surrounding  the  incident. 

The  investigation  was  a  result  of  an 
International  Association  of  Fire  Fighters 
request  to  assess  the  health  and  safety 
practices  of  the  Sedgwick  County  Fire 
Department  during  a  brush  fire  on 
September  6,  1990.    At  issue  were 
practices  including  the  use  of  Personal 
Alert  Safety  Systems  or  PASS,  and  the 
Incident  Command  System. 

Sedgwick  Fire  Chief  Gary  Nichols  and  the 
second  vice  president  of  International 
Association  of  Fire  Chiefs,  have  requested 
a  review  of  the  investigation  concerning 
the  fireground  death  of  a  25 -year-old  fire 
fighter. 

NIOSH  report  identifies  PASS  devices  as 
"a  small  electrical  device  that  sounds  a 
distinctive  audible  alarm  when  either 
activated  manually  or  automatically  if  no 
movement  of  the  fire  fighter  can  be 
detected  in  any  30-second  period." 

The  Sedgwick  County  Fire  Department 
issued  PASS  devices  to  its  fire  fighters  in 
February  of  1989,  but  the  devices  are 
clipped  onto  the  SCBA  chest  harness. 
Because  SCBA  are  not  normally  used 
during  brush  fires,  fire  fighters  were  not 
wearing  PASS  devices.    The  report  cited 
NFPA  Chapter  5  Section  4.1,  which 
recommends  that  PASS  devices  "be  worn 
on  protective  clothing  and  used  at  any  time 
the  member  is  involved  in  fire  suppression 
or  similar  activities,  whether  or  not  SCBA 
is  worn." 
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Americans  With  Disabilities 
Act  Regulations  Published 


On  July  26,  1991  the  Equal  Employment 
Opportunity  Commission  published  the 
final  regulations  construing  the  Americans 
With  Disabilities  Act  of  1990  (ADA).   The 
ADA  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  most 
far  reaching  federal  statutes  since  the 
passage  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964 
and  is  designed  to  prevent  discrimination 
against  disabled  individuals  with  regard  to 
hiring,  access  to  buildings,  transportation, 
and  other  areas. 

A  number  of  public  and  private  groups  are 
concerned  due  the  impact  the  regulations 
would  have  on  the  use  of  pre-employment 
medical  examinations  for  illegal  drug  use, 
workers  compensation  and  other  purposes. 

The  International  Association  of  Fire 
Chiefs,    individual  fire  chiefs,  law 
enforcement  groups  and  others,  filed 
comments  concerning  the  use  of  medical 
examinations  and  agility  tests  as  part  of  the 
process.    As  a  result,  the  EEOC  has 
clarified  some  of  the  questions,  including 
the  use  of  agility  tests  by  excluding  them 
from  the  definition  of  "medical  exams," 
which  allows  them  to  be  given  during  any 
point  in  the  application  or  employment 
process,  as  long  as  the  test  is  job  related 
and  is  given  to  all  job  applicants. 

In  most  cases,  pre-employment  medical 
examinations  are  not  permitted.    However, 
an  employer  may  "condition  an  offer  of 
employment  on  the  results  of  the 
examination"  if  all  entering  employees  in 
the  same  job  category  are  subject  to  the 
same  examination. 

For  copies  of  these  regulations,  contact  the 
EEOC  Office  of  Communications  and 
Legislative  Affairs  at  (202)663-4900. 

Both  these  articles  were  reprinted  with  permission 
from  On  Scene.  Publication  of  International  Assoc. 
Fire  Chiefs. 


New  Haz  Mats  Videos 

The  Fire  Training  School  (FTS)  has 
purchased  a  dozen  new  videos  on  specific 
hazardous  material  products  under  a  grant 
from  the  Montana  State  Emergency 
Response  Commission.    Many  of  the 
Resource  Center's  videos  on  haz  mats 
have  been  general  in  nature.    The  new 
videos  deal  with  specific  products.    In 
addition  to  the  videos,  a  new  Manual  is 
available;  "A  Fire  Department's  Guide  To 
Implementing  Title  III  and  the  OSHA 
Hazardous  Materials  Standards". 

Title  Number 

Benzene,  Toluene,  Xylene  V0542 

Chlorine  V0539 

Foam  V0543 

Haz  Mat  Command  -  Size  Up  V0545 

Haz  Mat  Command  -  Incident  V0546 

Haz  Mat  Emerg.l  -  Hazards  V0536 

Haz  Mat  Emerg.2  -  Planning  V0537 

Haz  Mat  Protective  Clothing  V0544 

Hazardous  Waste  V0538 

Pesticides  V0540 

Sodium  Hydroxide  V0541 

FTS  also  has  two  Instructor  Kits  on 
"Surviving  Hazardous  Materials  Incidents 
Part  I  and  Part  II."  Both  Courses  are  about 
25  hours  in  length  and  use  video  tapes  and 
instructor  workbooks.   These  Course 
exceed  the  requirements  for  the  Hazardous 
Materials  "Operations"  Level. 

OSHA  Infection  Control 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Labor, 
Occupation  Safety  and  Health 
Administration  (OSHA),  has  issued  a  new 
bloodborne  pathogens  standard  to  protect 
more  than  5.6  million  emergency 
responders  and  health  care  providers. 

It  mandates  engineering  controls,  work 
practices  and  protective  equipment  to 
reduce  risk  for  workers  exposed  to  human 
blood  and  other  potentially  infectious 
materials.   The  standard  also  requires 
employers  to  offer  Hepatitis  B  vaccinations 
and  prescribe  post-exposure  follow-up. 


NFPA  Sets  Theme 

The  National  Fire  Protection  Association 
(NFPA)  will  focus  on  smoke  detectors  for 
its  1992  Fire  Prevention  Week  promotion. 
NFPA's  theme  is  Test  Your  Detector. 
It's  Sound  Advice.    Fire  Prevention  Week 
is  October  4  -  10  1992. 


Wanted 

Froid  Rural  Fire  Department  is  looking  for 
good,  used  SCBAs.    Call  963-2512  or 
963-2523  if  you  can  help  them. 


Class  A  Engine 


Hilt 
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Canyon  Creek  Fire  District  (Helena) 
accepted  delivery  of  a  used  1974  Ward 
LaFrance,  500  gallon,  1000  GPM,  4-wheel 
drive  Class  A  engine  from  a  Colorado  fire 
department.   The  district  paid  $25,000, 
which  included  $3,000  in  extra  equipment. 
This  engine  replaces  a  1942  Chevrolet, 
500  GPM  front  mount,  700  gallon  tank; 
which  will  be  turned  into  a  tender. 

For  Sale 

Columbia  Falls  Volunteer  Fire  Department 
is  accepting  bids  on  a  1965  GMC,  V-6, 
5  speed,  750  GPM,  750  gallon  tank,  2 
hose  reels,    pump  and  roll  capability, 
excellent  condition.    Call  Dan  Smith 
(756-1390)  for  more  information. 


There's  nothing  quite  as  empty  as  a 
stuffed  shirt. 
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Advisory  Council  Abbreviated  Minutes 
January  92 

Mr.  Jim  Lofftus,  President  of  the  Fire 
Districts  Association  was  introduced,  having 
been  appointed  to  the  Council  recently. 
Committee  reports  were  presented  on  NFPA 
1051  and  1001.  The  Fire  Fighter  3 
Standard  will  likely  be  eliminated.  The 
Council  was  advised  that  FTS  was  cut  by 
$10,260  by  the  Legislative  Special  Session. 
The  Council  discussed  the  Strategic  Plan 
draft  and  after  revisions,  adopted  the  Plan. 

Under  new  business,  the  Council 
recommended  that  certification  expiration 
notices  be  sent  to  both  the  Chief  of 
Department  and  candidates,  and  that  a 
record  keeping  form  be  included  with 
certifications.  The  Council  reviewed  results 
of  a  survey  on  the  Coaches  and  the 
conditions  under  which  certification  tests  are 
conducted.  The  new  Fire  Fighter  1 
materials  were  distributed  and  pricing 
strategy  was  discussed.  FTS  will  charge 
what  the  market  will  bear  out  of  state  and 
two  times  the  direct  cost  for  instate.  The 
Council  felt  development  costs  should  be 
reflected  in  pricing.  The  Council,  after 
discussion,  recommended  that  FTS  continue 
to  issue  recertifications  for  equivalency. 

The  Council  voted  to  amend  the  Bylaws, 
changing  the  number  of  Council  Members 
from  seven  to  "not  to  exceed  eight".  An 
election  was  held  for  officers  and  Ross 
Fitzgerald  and  Bill  Perrin  were  re-elected  as 
Chairman  and  Vice  Chair  respectively.  The 
next  Meeting  is  planned  in  conjunction  with 
the  Volunteer  Fire  Fighters  Convention  in 
June. 


SCBA  User  Warning 


New  Style  Lens 

Scott  Aviation  has  been  informed  that  a 
small  number  of  Scottoramic  lenses  have 
developed  sudden  unexplained  cracks. 
Although  the  exact  cause  of  these  cracks  is 
not  fully  understood,  it  may  be  related  to 
age  or  rapid  temperature  change.  In 
extreme  cases,  these  cracks  can  produce 
holes  which  may,  suddenly  without  warning, 
expose  the  user  to  the  surrounding 
atmosphere. 

The  lenses  which  have  cracked  are  all  over 
15  years  old.  Scott  Aviation  has  determined 
that  these  old  lenses  should  be  taken  out  of 
service  immediately.  Scott  Aviation  has 
decided  to  replace  the  older  style  lenses  with 
newer  style  injection  molded  lenses,  at  no 
charge.  To  avoid  any  troubles,  follow  these 
actions  immediately. 

1.  Inspect  all  Scottoramic  facepieces  and 
spare  lenses  to  determine  if  the  lens  is  the 
old  or  new  style. 

2.  Lenses  containing  the  ejector  pin  marks, 
as  shown  in  the  above  picture,  are  not 
affected.  Any  lenses  not  containing  the 
ejector  pin  marks  must  be  replaced. 

If  you  have  questions  about  this  issue,  call 
toll  free  (800)  247-7257. 


Regional  Airport  Fire 
Fighter  Training  Center 

A  consultant  has  recommended  Great  Falls 
International  Airport  as  the  site  for  a  new 
$1.7  million  Regional  Airport  Fire  Fighter 
Training  Center.    This  is  just  a 
recommendation.    Official  announcement 
is  still  weeks  away. 

This  planned  Aircraft  Rescue  and  Fire 
Fighting  Training  Facility  would  help 
airports  comply  with  federal  requirements 
that  their  fire  fighters  fight  a  simulated 
aircraft  blaze  at  least  once  a  year. 

FAA  will  fund  90  percent  of  the  project 
while  the  airport  will  pick  up  the  balance. 
The  facility  is  needed  because  there  is  no 
other  burn  pit  in  Montana  large  enough  to 
take  on  a  regional  training  role. 

News  Items  from  the  Media 

Oakland  Victims  Sue:  Claiming  the  City  of 
Oakland  and  the  East  Bay  Municipal 
Utility  District  ignored  warning  of  wildfire 
danger,  23  victims  of  last  year's  Oakland, 
CA,  fire  storm  are  sueing  for  $4  billion. 

The  plaintiffs  are  seeking  compensation  for 
personal  injury,  lost  wages,  substitute  and 
replacement  housing  and  emotional 
distress.    They  claim  the  City  did  not  take 
proper  precautions  to  ensure  that  a  grass 
fire  the  previous  day  would  not  rekindle. 
The  Utility  District  is  accused  of  not 
heeding  warnings  that  an  emergency  water 
system  was  needed  to  maintain  water 
pressure  during  a  major  fire. 

Ford  Recalls  Cars:    Ford  Motor  Company 
is  recalling  a  quarter- million  Ford  Taurus 
and  Mercury  Sable  cars  because  of  wiring 
wear  that  could  cause  a  fire  in  the 
passenger  compartment.   The  company 
said  it  has  received  20  reports  of  heat, 
smoke  or  fires  from  power  front  seats 
chafing  wiring  in  the  cars. 


Smoke  Detectors  Save  Lives 


Below  are  four  recent  examples  of  smoke 
detectors  saving  lives  and  the  local  media 
picked  up  the  story  to  inform  their  readers. 

Libby:  Smoke  detectors  screaming  woke 
Evelyn  White  from  a  sleep  early  Sunday 
morning.   White  and  her  12-year  old 
daughter  were  able  to  escape  her  residence 
unscathed.    Her  log  home  received  quite  a 
bit  of  structure  damage  by  the  time  fire 
fighters  arrived  at  the  scene  about  3  AM, 
according  to  Libby  Fire  Marshal  Charlie 
Comer. 

Comer  said  the  fire  apparently  started 
from  combustible  items  near  the  wood 
stove,  such  as  a  couch  or  newspapers 
placed  too  close.    The  Libby  Fire 
Department  responded  to  a  electrical  fire 
in  the  refrigerator  at  the  same  house  last 
spring.    The  landlord  was  advised  to  place 
a  smoke  detector  in  the  home  after 
observing  there  was  none.   Comer  said, 
"It's  a  good  thing  she  put  the  smoke 
detector  in.   They  do  save  lives." 
Twenty-six  fire  fighters  responded  to  the 
fire. 

Missoula:  Missoula  Fire  Investigator  Dick 
Larson  credited  a  smoke  detector  with  a 
life  -  save. 

Billings:  Lockwood  Fire  Fighter  Keith 
Kober  credited  a  smoke  detector  with  a 
live  -  save. 

Miles  City:  Using  Mr.  Good  and  Mr.  Bad 
during  Fire  Prevention  Week  as 
spokesmen  on  smoke  detectors,  Claire 
Lindley  insisted  her  parents  install  a  smoke 
detector.   This  detector  saved  her  family 
on  February  18th. 


Happiness  is  inward  and  not  outward,  so 
it  does  not  depend  on  what  we  have,  but 
on  what  we  are. 
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1992  TRAINING  SCHEDULE 

It  is  important  to  pre-register  for  each  of  the  following  courses  as  minimum  attendance  has  been  established 
and  must  be  met  or  the  class  will  be  canceled.  NOTE:  (NA-National  Fire  Academy  Field  Course);  (FTS-Fire 
Training  School  located  in  Great  Falls  Vo-Tech  Center;  2100  16th  Avenue  South);  (EMS-Emergency  Medical 
Services  Bureau,  444-3895);  (DES-Disaster  &  Emergency  Services,  call  444-6963  to  register);  (DOT- 
Department  of  Transportation);  (DSL-Department  of  State  Lands,  call  542-4300  for  info);  (EENET-Emergency 
Education  Network  Satellite  Programs;  Galaxy  6,  Transponder  10). 


DATE        COURSE 


LOCATION 


March 

7  -  8  Incident  Management  &  Organization  ($20  Fee) 

16-17  Instructor  and  Training  Officer  Meeting 

19  Natural  Gas  Training  -  GF  Gas  Company  (6PM-7:30PM) 

23-27  Fire  Chem  I  with  H.  Dieter  Heinz 

26  Recognizing,  Handling  Explosive  Incidents  (7PM-8 :30PM) 

28-29  Alberta-Montana  Assoc,  of  Fire  Serv  Instructors  Meeting 

28-4/5  Fire  Command  School 


Harlem 

FTS-Great  Falls 
Great  Falls 
Missoula  Rural 
Sheridan 

Lethbridge,  Alberta 
Yakima,  WA 


April 

3  -  5  Haz  Mat  "Operations  Level"  Instructor  Handoff  with  Charlie  Wright 

4  -  5  NFA  Managing  Company  Tactic  Decision  Making 
11-15  Fire  Department  Instructors  Conference 

19-22  Power  of  Politics  (DSL) 

20-24  Fire  Chem  II  with  H.  Dieter  Heinz 

22-23  Class  A  Foam 

25-26  Fire  Investigation  (Proving  Arson)  with  Barker  Davis  ($40  Fee) 

25-26  NFA  Managing  Company  Tactic  Decision  Making 

25-26  NFA  Managing  Company  Tactic  Decision  Making 

27-30  5th  Annual  Health  and  Fitness  Seminar  (602)  262-6297 

29  4th  Annual  National  Fire  &  Emergency  Dinner 
(Contact  Karen  Cook  (202)  371-1277) 


FTS-Great  Falls 
Billings 

Cincinnati,  OH 
Missoula 
Missoula  Rural 
Boise,  ID 
FTS-Great  Falls 
Bozeman 
Columbia  Falls 
Phoenix,  AZ 
Washington,  DC 


May 

2-3 
3  -8 
26-30 

17-21 


NFA  Leadership  -  Strategy  for  Success 

LEA  Fire  Investigation  Course 

Fire  Chem  III  (Hazardous  Analysis  and  Risk  Management) 

with  H.  Dieter  Heinz 

NFPA 


FTS-Great  Falls 
Bozeman 

Missoula  Rural 
New  Orleans,  LA 


June 

15-19 
17-20 

26-28 


NFPA  Fire  Codes  Minneapolis,  MN 

Montana  Volunteer  Fire  Fighters  Convention  Frenchtown 

Haz  Mat  "Operations  Level"  Instructor  Handoff  with  Charlie  Wright      Billings 


July 

22-23 
30-8/1 


Hazardous  Materials  Incident  Management 
Firehouse  Expo 


Helena  (DES) 
Baltimore,  MD 
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DATE        COURSE  LOCATION 

September 

12-16  International  Association  of  Fire  Chiefs  Anaheim,  CA 

October 

4-10         Fire  Prevention  Week  Nationwide 

November 

17-19       NFPA  Dallas  TX 

•Make  sure  you  register  for  each  course.    Please  register  with  the  various  sponsoring  agencies  noted.    For  FTS  and 
NFA  Courses  use  the  following  form. 

—  REGISTRATION  FORM  — 
COURSE: LOCATION /DATE: 

Name: Soc.Sec  #: 

Address : ___ 

Department: Daytime  Phone: 


Return  to:  MSUES  Fire  Training  School;  2100  16th  Avenue  South;  Great  Falls  59405-4997;  Phone:  761-7885 

•  

FIRE  GUARD  NEWSLETTER  SUBSCRIPTION         $8  per  year  (Checks  only  please.) 

Name: Soc  Sec  #: 

Mailing  Address: 

Department: Daytime  Phone: 


Make  Check  Payable  to:  (MSUES  Fire  Training)  and  Return  to:  Fire  Guard  Newsletter;  Fire  Training  School; 
2100  16th  Avenue  South;  Great  Falls  MT  59405-4997 


RESIDENTIAL  SPRINKLER  TRAILER 
DEMONSTRATIONS 

FTS  is  accepting  requests  for  demonstrations  in 

your  community  until  June  30.    Send  us  your 

request  as  soon  as  possible. 
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FIRE  GUARD  NEWSLETTER 
MSUES  Fire  Training  School 
2100  16th  Avenue  South 
Great  Falls  MT  59405-4997 

Learn  Not  to  Burn 

BULK    RATE 


